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Mathsetter
Raymond Venneberg
How does it feel to have earned the title Mathsetter?
I’m rather surprised. I neither know who nominated me nor what they would say. However: Woohoo!
What is the most fun you have had in a Math class?
I’m not sure. Though Mr. C’s class is always pretty great, right?
Where plan to go to College:
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign or University of Chicago.
Do you plan to continue with math (directly or indirectly) in college?      
Physics, possibly engineering physics. Lots of math. So yes, I will use this someday.
Any story you would like to share about one of your classmates?
Once in 8th grade, Mrs. Ayers took Anna’s book from her and threw it into the hallway (she was reading it, and therefore not paying enough attention to the class). The book sat in the hallway for the rest of the period. That was pretty amusing. See Anna McVay for further details.
How many times have you laughed in class this year?    
I’ll be darned if I know. Anywhere from 7.48 to 38.63 times, I’m sure.
What is your favorite song?
Probably something by Boston. They have some really great stuff. It depends on what kind of song for which you’re looking–romantic, work-of-art, epic, pump-up, etc. Their “Walk On” melody is excellent, as well as “Amanda,” “Foreplay/Longtime,” “Rock and Roll Band,” “Something about You,” and “Party.”
Person from the past that you would have most liked to meet?
Without a doubt, Nikola Tesla. He is one cool genius. If he were to be resurrected in the current age, I’m fairly certain he would take very little time to adjust to the changes in technology and then he would take off. Elon Musk would be in the dust.
Activities Involved in at School:
Cross Country, Speech, Pole Vault, Food Eating.
Favorite Movie and/or Book:
Robert Jordan’s Wheel of Time
George Lucas's Star Wars
Favorite Fictional Character:
Dang. These are the hard questions. You have to pick a media–let’s say books. Then a series, then lead or supporting characters, then which makes you smile or laugh or think or cry when the author kills them! I have many favorites from my #1 series, here are a few: Matrim, Moiraine, Thom, Androl, and Loial. Other favorites from other things are Chirrut Imwe, Sylphrena, Sim, and Ripley.
Best piece of advice you have heard in school?
Manage your time well. If I followed this, then my stress level might drop to about a 3. Also, get your grades up at the beginning of freshman year so you don’t have to drag up your GPA kicking and screaming.
What is your favorite equation or formula?
Lorentz factor, or  1/[√(1-(v2/c2))]  . It is the factor by which time, space, and relativistic mass change while moving.
What is your favorite joke?
You’re funny, but looks aren’t everything.
Six was scared of seven, because seven-eight-nine. But why did seven eat nine?
You’re supposed to eat three squared meals a day!
Jesus can walk on water, but Chuck Norris can swim in land.
Any advice you would give to students who have to have Mr. C for a teacher?
Don’t wear a Cardinals anything; instead, help him to embarrass his daughter Katie.
Also: always comment on his ties.
If you were an alien, what planet do you think you would come from?
I think there are some pretty alien things on this planet; one need only look at certain bugs and sea creatures.
How many times have you dropped your calculator in class?
Alas, I have twice become a statistic. My first was the 101st tally, so I wrote an enormous “1” by the neat hundred others. The second was about three days later.
If you could choose, which decade would you like to have been born in?
1960s: I could grow up listening to some great music and watching the space race unfold, get a cool car (manual with tape deck, of course), and go right into the Eighties.

What is your favorite hobby, why?
If we’re talking about the amount of time on any particular activity, it would be eating, sleeping, wasting time, or any combination thereof. I also like books and movies.
Which came first the chicken or the egg?
I don’t quite know: Which came first, the Phoenix or the Flame?
What is your favorite non-perishable food item?
Definitely Cream of Wheat. It is a part of my pre-big-test routine.
What is your favorite article of clothing?
I’d have a hard time picking between one of my Star Wars shirts, one of my car shirts, and the sweatpants I’m wearing as I write this.
What is your opinion on technology? Good or Bad?
It all depends on how it is used. It is a tool, and what you create with it determines whether it’s good or bad.
What is your favorite word in the English language?
To whom am I speaking?
What is your favorite kind of weather?
Depends on what I’m doing. For some things, it’s a great day regardless. I like comfortable sunny days where you can stand in a light breeze and not be cold, but at the same time run around and not sweat profusely. I also like the calm before the storm, fresh snow, sunsets, sunrises, and starry nights.
What is your favorite gift you have received or given?
My parents, and all they have given me.
Does math come easy to you, or do you have to work at it?
Math comes fairly easily–it has a set of rules to follow and criteria to be met; there are methods to the madness. It becomes hard when I’ve yet to learn the rules and how to apply them.
AP Calculus BC - Is it as intimidating as it sounds?
Eh. Yes and no.
Favorite food or place to eat:
Spaghetti and sauce. Jimmy John’s is good too.
What is your LEAST favorite color?
What are you wearing?
What is your favorite sport and why?
Pole Vault: It requires strength, skill, endurance, and a special kind of crazy. I have written an essay on the subject on the AP Lang blog. If you wish to try, there is an abundance of coaching talent to guide you; just ask Coach Freddy (usually Sundays, 6-8pm, in the Facility). 
Do you have a favorite number?
Pi or √2.  
What is your favorite time of the day?
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Foods, and Physics (I bring a sandwich). There are other good parts as well, but I think a theme fits nicely.
What is your favorite place to do your homework? Why?
Probably in the spinny chairs at the main doors or at home in the living room. And Math Lab, of course. The chairs in each location are great, and often the company is too. (The art room’s chairs have padding, adjust up/down, spin, and roll!)
What is the most recent search item you have attempted?
The spelling for a name in “Favorite Characters.”
What is your favorite joke?  (Part II)
Biology=Squishy Physics            Geology=Slow Earth Physics       Psychology=People Physics Computer Science=Virtual Physics    
       Economics=Money Physics          Math=Physics without units
